GAEL   SCHURZ'S   POLITICAL   CAREER

their satisfaction with his treatment of the man whom they
had known. Scholarly historical critics admired the insight
and accuracy of the biographer in dealing with the social and
political environment of his subject. Literary critics found in
the volumes that sense of form and style which entitled the
author to the freedom of their guild. Not the least interesting
to Mr. Schurz were words of more than perfunctory apprecia-
tion from men like ex-Senator Drake and Senator Dawes,
with whom his political relations had been anything but cor-
dial

The success of the Henry Clay gave a great renewing im-
pulse to the project of a more extensive historical work. At
the same time the idea of a volume of personal reminiscences,
long vaguely in Mr. Schurz's mind, began to take definite
form under the operation of various influences. His sixtieth
year, 1889, was approaching; several publishers solicitously
urged the plan; and many friends, including ex-President
Hayes, insisted that the preparation of an autobiography was
an imperative duty.

With the idea of procuring material for both these literary
enterprises Mr. Schurz resolved upon a visit to Europe. He
hoped to find in various diplomatic archives important light
on the foreign relations of the United States during the period
of which he was to write; and in Spain and Germany he
desired to refresh his memory on episodes of his personal ca-
reer. Private business affairs also demanded attention in Ham-
burg, where the family interests were still important. Accord-
ingly he crossed the Atlantic in April, 1888, and did not return
till late in November. Although this trip had small results in
the promotion of his literary projects, it was rich in personal
experiences and pleasures, as well as in tributes to his reputa-
tion as a public man. In Germany, he was sought out with
marks of respeet and honor by many who stood first in politics
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